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From: Barton A. Washer, Interim Assistant Commissioner, Office of College and Career Readiness
Subject: CCR-21-010 — Missouri Postsecondary Advising Initiative Application

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) is pleased to reaffirm its
partnership with rootEd Alliance to launch Phase 2 of the Missouri Postsecondary Advising Initiative
(MPAI). The initiative, funded in part by federal COVID relief dollars, offers dedicated advisors to rural
high schools who will work with school counselors to provide students individualized college and career
planning support.

As with Phase 1, Phase 2 will continue working toward providing a local MPAI advisor for high school
students in rural communities. These advisors work exclusively with students in their home schools,
helping them make informed decisions about how to be successful in their postsecondary paths.
Whether students directly enter the workforce, pursue postsecondary education or training, or enter
the military upon graduation, the MPAI advisors help students achieve success after high school.

For more information and to review the list of schools eligible for this program, please visit the MPAI
webpage. Applications must be submitted by March 18, 2022. Schools will be selected based on COVID-
19 impact in the community, rural status, and geography.

To learn more about the MPAI, contact Chrissy Bashore at Chrissy.Bashore@dese.mo.gov or 573-751-
0857. For more information about funding supporting this effort, contact Chris Neale at
Chris.Neale@dese.mo.gov or 573-751-0077.

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, age, veteran status, mental
or physical disability, or any other basis prohibited by statute in its programs and activities. Inquiries related to department programs and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are
accessible by persons with disabilities may be directed to the Jefferson State Office Building, Director of Civil Rights Compliance and MOA Coordinator (Title VI/Title VII/Title IX/504/ADA/ADAAA/Age
Act/GINA/USDA Title VI), 5th Floor, 205 Jefferson Street, P.O. Box 480, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; telephone number 573-526-4757 or TTY 800-735-2966; email civilrights@dese.mo.gov.
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